The first haircut is a dreaded occurrence for many.

A trainee slips Into his "combat boots/'

While the trainees are going
through the 14-day red phase,
their drill sergeants are with them
from wake-up until lights out.
"There's a lot to learn in a short
amount of time," explained Staff
Sgt. Sun Hee Nam, a drill
sergeant. "During the red phase,
we emphasize the buddy system. If
we can get our trainees to begin
working as a team, basic training
will go much smoother for them."

Teamwork helps
make basic
training run
smoother.

The white phase is Basic Rifle
Markmanship (BRM). During this

phase, the trainees find a new best
friend - their M-16A1 rifle. "The
most important thing we teach
here on the range is safety," Nam
explained. "From the very first
second the trainees are assigned a
rifle, they're drilled with weapons
safety techniques.

"The trainees learn how to break
the weapon down, clean it and
reassemble it so it will function
properly. They learn what steps to
follow if the weapon malfunctions
while they are firing and proper
range and firing behavior. When
we begin firing at the targets,
we're using live ammunition. We
can't have anyone acting irrespon-
sibly with a loaded weapon.
Therefore, discipline on the range
is very strict"

The new soldiers learn how to
fire their weapons from various

positions - prone, sitting, standing
and in a foxhole. They "zero" their

The field exercise
is similar to "an
intensive camping
trip."

weapons (adjust the sights so they
can hit the target) and then prac-
tice qualifying with the weapons.
To qualify, the trainees have to
score by hitting the target with a
specified number of rounds. After
seven days of intensive training
with the rifles, the trainees actual-
ly qualify and earn their
marksmanship award.
The final section of basic train-
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PROFILE,attempting to break
